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As the tourist trade developed in Banff and Jasper in the late 1800s, a special breed of men

emerged to lead wealthy, latter-day explorers into the Canadian Rockies wilderness. These guides

and outfitters were often as undisciplined and unkempt as their clients were refined and polished.

But together this unlikely alliance forged the last chapter in the history of exploration of the

Canadian Rockies. Hart's Diamond Hitch describes the colourful lives and times of such men as

Tom Wilson, Bill Peyto, Jimmy Simpson, the Brewster brothers, Fred Stephens, and Curly Phillips

the true mountain men of the Canadian west.
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E. J. (Ted) Hart graduated from the University of Alberta with a Master's Degree in Western

Canadian History in 1972. Recruited to work in the archives at the Whyte Museum of the Canadian

Rockies, he became Head Archivist in 1976 and in 1979 the Executive Director of the Whyte

Museum, a position which he continues to hold. Through this time, he has authored a dozen books

on the history of the Canadian Rockies.
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